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The Status of the Clatms 

1 . (Currontly Amended) A method for selecting a first digital object for display 
in an electronic television program guide comprising; 

receiving the first digital object from a direct-to-borae satelJite communication 
system; 

determimng first and second fuzzy variable values associated with the first digital 

object; 

rfa tei ^ mining calculating a first priority value b v mapping the first md second fu2zy 
variable values rvntfy a an at least three djm&nsional profile surface adapted for determining 
preferences oasoctatBd with a television vtewer; 

comparing the first priority to a predefined threshold; and 

selecting the first digital object for display in the electronic television program guide 
if the first priority crosses the predefined threshold. 
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2. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 1 , further comprisiDg: 
setting the predefined threshold to the first priority; 

receiving a second digital object from the direct-to-home satellite conununication 
system; 

determining third and fourth fua«y variable values associated with the second digital 

object; 

dotermininp - calculating a second priority ya]ue b y mapping the third and fourth fuzzy 
variable values nnto- a an at least three dimensional profile surface adapted for detennining 
preferences associated witli a television viewer; 

comparing the second priority to the predefined threshold; and 

selecting the second digital object for display in the electronic television program 
guide if the second priority crosses the predefined threshold. 



3. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 1 , further comprising 
displaying the first digital object in the electromo television program guide. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 3, further comprising: 

selecting a color based on the comparison between the first priority value and the 
predefined threshold, and 

associating the display of the forst digital object with the selected color. 
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5, (Cuirently Amended) A method w defined in claim 3, further comprising; 
selBcting a number based on the comparison between the first pricrityjv^lMe and the 

predefined tbresliold* and 

associating tihe display of the first digital object with the selected number. 

6, (Original) A method as defined in claim 3, wherein the first digital object 
comprises an advertising object 

7, (Cuirently Amended) A method for selecting a fijst digital object associated 
with an electronic television program guide for deletion from memory, the method 
comprisingr 

receiving the first digital object from a dfrect-to-home satellite communication 

system; 

determining first and second fuzzy variable values associated with the first digital 

object; 

dotQFmining eaJciilating a first priority value b v mapping Oie first and second tUzzy 
variable valuea onto-a an at le^gt three 4imenfiiQn^-p Tofil& surface adapted for determining 
preferences associated with a television viewer; 

comparing the first priority value t o o predefined threshold; and 

Beleoting the firat digital object for delation from ft memoiy if the first priority valuo 
cn>sses ibe predefined threshold. 
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8, (Cun-ently Amended) A method as defined in claim 7, further comprising: 
setting the predetermined tlueahold to the first priority; 
receiving a second digitol object from the direct-to-home satellite communication 
system; 

determining third and fourth fuzzy variable values associated with the second digital 

object; 

calculatina a second priority yft lue by mapping the third and fourth fiizzy variable 
values onto^ an at least toe e dimenaional profile surface adapted for detennining 
preferences associaied with a television viewer, 

comparing the second priority value t o the predefined threshold; and 

selecfing the second digital olyect fcr display in the electronic television program 
guide If tlie second priority value c rossciB the predefined threshold. 



9. (Currently Amended) An appaiattjs for displaying a first digital object in an 
elfiotronic television program guide comprising; 

a receiver that receives the first digital object from a direct-to-home satellite 
communication system; 

a controller, operatively coupled to the receiver, the controller determining first and 
second fuzzy variable values associated with the first digital object, the controller 
fiAtPrmininp nftlr.tilatin^ a first priority by mapping tJ>B first and second fuzzy variable values 
onto-a ar^ fi t iP^t threa dimensional p rofile surface adapted for determining preferences 
associated witli a television viewer, die controller comparing flie first priority.y§te,p to a 
predefined tbresholdj and 

a display, operatively coupled to the controller, the controller causing the display to 
present the first digital object in the electronic television program guide if the first priority 
crosses the predefined tbresliold. 
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10. (Original) An apparatus ftS defined in claim 9, wherein; 

the receiver is further adapted to receive a second digital object from the direct-to- 
home satellite communication system; 

the controller is further adapted to deteimine third and fourth fum variable values 
associated with the second digital object; and 

the controller is further adapted to detejinine the predefined threshold by mapping the 
third and fourth fuzzy variable values onto the profile surface, 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 9, wherein; 

the controller is further adapted to select a color based on the comparison between the 
first priority value a nd the predefined threshold; and 

the controller is further adaptad to asfiociafa the display of the first digital object with 
the selected color. 

12. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defraed in claim 9, wherein; 

the controller is further adapted to select a number based on the comparison between 
the first priority value and the predefined threshold; and 

the controller is further adapted to associate the display of the first digital object with 
the selected number. 
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1 3. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for selecting a first digital object 
associmed with an electronic television program guide for deletion from memory comprising; 

a receiver that receives the first digital object from a direct-to-home satellite 
communication system; 

a controller, opemtively coupled to the receiver, the controller determimtig &st and 
second fuzsq/ variable values associated with the first digital objectj the controller 
d fltflpm i ninp calculating a first priority value_ bv mapping the first and second fuzzy variable 
values onlQ-ft m ^t l gastthr RR HiTnenftinTial profile surtace adapted for determining 
preferences associated with a television viewer, the controller comparing the first priority to a 
predefined threshold, and 

0 memoTy. operatively coupled to the controller, the controllBr causing the memory to 
delete flie first digital object if the first priority v^liie^crosses the predefined threshold, 

14. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 13, wherein: 

the receiver i^ fiirther adapted to receive a second digital object fiom the direct-to- 
home satellite communication system; 

the controller is further adapted to detennine third and fourth fuzzy variable values 
associated with the second digital object; and 

the controller is fiirther adapted to determine the predefined threshold by mapping the 
third and fourth fuzzy variable values onto the profile sur&ce. 
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